Transient left heart failure in amniotic fluid embolism.
We report a patient with amniotic fluid embolism (AFE) in whom the occurrence of late onset, severe pulmonary oedema was due to isolated left ventricular (LV) failure. Following institution of diuretics and inotropic support, the situation promptly improved and follow-up haemodynamic assessment showed complete recovery of LV function. This report indicates that reversible LV failure may occur late after AFE and emphasises the usefulness of pulmonary artery catheterisation for proper assessment and guidance of therapy of pulmonary oedema in AFE.